Abstract. By the end of the year 2004, 393 species belonging to 225 genera and 24 familie of Lepidoptera have been recorded from Lesotho, amongst which 115 butterfly and 278 moth species, i.e. 13.03 % and 3.65 % of the southern African butterfly and moth fauna respectively. The most species rich families included Noctuidae, Lycaenidae and Geometridae. Many species are probably endemic or near-endemic to the Maloti/Drakensberg region. A total of 39 species (9.9 %) are known from the type locality alone. Five Lesotho species: Torynesis pringlei (vulnerable, endemic to Lesotho), Lepidochrysops loewensteini (rare), L. oosthuizeni (rare), Metisella syrinx (rare, dependent on rare plant -Thamnocalamnus tesselattus) and Aloeides dentatis maseruna (insufficiently known) are listed in the South African Red Data Book (HENNING & HENNING 1989) . In the present paper, 66 species new for Lesotho are listed. For each listed species all records of occurrence in Lesotho are listed, with details on locality and source of information, as well as the global distribution of this species.
I. INTRODUCTION
Lepidoptera are one of the most intensively studied insect orders in southern Africa. 6783 species have been recorded from this region amongst a total of over 44 000 insect species recorded by SCHOLTZ & CHOWN 1995. In a newer and thoroughly revised checklist of southern African Lepidoptera by VARI et al. (2002) , 8497 species (882 butterfly and 7615 moth species) grouped in 2 364 genera, 89 families and 29 superfamilies are listed. In Lesotho, one of the southern African countries, the insect fauna is poorely documented. The superfamily Papilonoidea (butterflies) was the first, and to date the only insect group systematically collected. The first collections of these insects were made during the years 1868-1870 by the first Governor's Agent in Lesotho -Colonel J. H. BOWKER (1822 -1900 . He collected butterflies from the Lesotho lowlands, mainly from Maseru and Koro-Koro areas (TRIMEN 1870) , and made a collection of 62 species of butterflies, an exceptionally impressive for that time, with only 268 species known in the whole southern African region. Although Bowker was not professional, his knowledge of southern African butterflies was recognized by all contemporary professional lepidopterologists.
The first collections of butterflies and moths from the Lesotho highlands (Maloti) were made by JANSE (1932, 1935, 1939, 1954) , VAN SON (1949 -1979 and SWANEPOEL (1951 SWANEPOEL ( , 1953 . Occassional investigations and collections of Lesotho butterflies and moths were also carried out by PINHEY (1975) , PRINGLE (1983a, b, c) , COTTRELL (1965) ; C. F. JACOT-GUILLARMOD, C. G. C. DICKSON, G. E. TITE and L. VARI (unpubl. mat.) . SIRGEL & GEERTSEMA (1993) and GEERTSEMA (1995) collected and identified c. 40 next species in the Katse Dam catchment area. Their study constituted a part of biological baseline survey of the area for the Lesotho Highlands Water Project. have presented the first checklist of Lesotho butterflies and moths of the family Sphingidae and Saturniidae. The checklist was based on their own collections made from October 1993 to March 1995 and on collections made by L. G. A. SMITS during the years 1974-1984. They listed 75 species: 49 butterfly, 14 sphingid and four saturniid species.
In late 1990's KRÜGER started taxonomic studies of some moth families of the Maloti (mainly Geometridae and Noctuidae). The genera best covered by him include Argyrophora GUENÉE, Eupitheca CURTIS, Microligia WARREN, Pseudomaens PROUT, Sesamia GUENÉE (KRÜGER 1997a (KRÜGER , 1997b (KRÜGER , 1999a (KRÜGER , 1999b (KRÜGER , 2000a (KRÜGER , 2000b (KRÜGER , 2003 (KRÜGER , 2005 . He also provided a key for Eupitheca species occurring in Lesotho (KRÜGER 2000a , 2000b .
The aim of the present paper is to provide an updated and annotated checklist of Lesotho butterflies and moths on the background of their general distribution in Africa and elsewhere. (POMELA et al. 2000) .
II. STUDY AREA
The Maloti constitutes over three-quarters of Lesotho and is a part of the Eastern Mountains (or Maloti/Drakensberg Region) in KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape Province in South Africa. The Maloti/Drakensberg Region (c. 40 000 km 2 ) is regarded as one of six endemic regions of southern Africa (e.g. c. 30% of vascular palnts regarded as endemic to this region).
The climate of Lesotho is defined as subtropical, moderated by altidute; 80% rains fall in summer (October-April). In the Lowlands rainfall averages from 600 mm to 800 mm per annum, with an increase from west to east. In the Maloti the rainfall varies from 800 mm to 1 200 mm, with the highest falls in the Afroalpine Grassland (POMELA et al. 2000) .
III. MATERIAL AND METHODS
The study is based on literature records, unpublished records and collections made before 1996 and deposited in the Department of Biology of the National University of Lesotho at Roma and in a research station in the Sehlabathebe National Park. However, most material was collected during the years 1996-2001 by the author. This collection has been deposited in the Department of Biology of the National University of Lesotho at Roma. The identification of the specimens in this collection was based on PINHEY (1975) with some later changes by HENNING et al. (1997) and MIGDOLL (1988) . Systematics of African Lepidoptera below family level is in state of flux, therefore within each family all recorded species are listed alphabetically, regardless of their subfamily or subgeneric ranks.
For each listed species all records of occurrence in Lesotho are listed, with details on locality and source of information, as well as the global distribution of this species. For some species data on their status, habitat, economic importance etc. are also included. Forewing length of some specimens was measured to the nearest full millimeter. The forewing length refers to the distance between wing base and apex. Nomenclature of all taxa and systematics follow that of VARI et al.
*Pseodolarentia megalaria (GUENÉE, 1858)
Abundant all over the country. Distribution: all over southern Africa; probably the most common butterfly species in South Africa. Annotation: both normal and aurivillius female forms occur at Roma, the latter is more rare. Colotis agoye agoye (WALLENGREN, 1857) Records from Lesotho: Koro-Koro, c. 1870, TRIMEN (1870); Roma, 25.12.1974 , D. AMBROSE. Distribution: Transvaal, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe. C. agoye bowkeri (TRIMEN, 1883) Records from Lesotho: Roma, 25.12.1974 Roma, 30.12.1974 , 14.02.1976 ; Moteng, 06.04.1994 Roma, April-May 1974 , 07.02.1975 Maseru, 31.10.1993 , 09.11.1993 He Seboche, 04.11.1993 Ribaneng Waterfall, 16.11.1993 Tseka, Feb. 1994 Ha Mohapi, 16.12.1994 Moteng, 19.03.1995 -Feb. 1994 ; Sani Pass, 23.02.1994 Roma, Dec. 1974 , 28.01.1975 , Jan.-Feb. 1976 , 25.03.1994 , 19.03.1995 . Rare in Lesotho.
Distribution: high-rainfall mountains in southern and eastern Africa.
A. horta (LINNE, 1764)

P. paludis RILEY, 1938
Distribution: all over southern Africa.
Distribution: all over southern Africa, except Cape Province.
Lycaena orus (CRAMER, 1780)
Sena donaldsonii (AURIVILLIUS, 1901)
Temnora pylas (CRAMER, 1779)
Lymanthriidae Distribution: KwaZulu-Natal, Zimbabwe.
Distribution: KwaZulu-Natal, Transvaal, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Zambia, Malawi, DR
A. bicornuta KRÜGER, 2000
A. tristigmatica KRÜGER, 2000
M. mamohau KRÜGER, 2005
Plusia angulum GUENÉE, 1852 Table 1 Number of species and genera of Lepidoptera recorded in Lesotho (this study) in comparison with those recorded in southern Africa (based on VARI et al. 2002) . %L -percentage of Lesotho total lepidopteran species; %sA -percentage of the total number of southern African species for a given family; %G -percentage of the total number of all southern African lepidopteran genera; %S -percentage of the total number of all southern African lepidopteran species 
